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of religious truth. He therefore held the speculations of Broad Churchmen in little favour. Five years before, in 1856, we find him writing to Mrs. Willyams about an article in the Quarterlyl on a work by ' a Rev. Mr. Jowett,' which, he tells his correspondent, 'will give you some idea of the rapid and strange advances which German neology, alias infidelity, is making in that seat of venerable orthodoxy, the University of Oxford, and especially among clergymen of the Church of England. When the Quarterly Review steps forward, it is clear that the plague in the vitals can be no longer concealed.' Accordingly, in his speech at Aylesbury, Disraeli effectively ridiculed the mutually destructive theories put forward by successive schools of German theologians. His criticism has lost none of its point in an age which has witnessed the conservative revolution wrought by Harnack in New Testament criticism. About a century before, he said, German theology, which had been mystical, became critical. A Rationalist school sprang up which explained the supernatural incidents in the sacred narrative by natural causes. After absorbing for half a century the intellect of the country, this school was displaced by one which applied a mythical interpretation to Scripture. But, 'if the mythical theologians triumphantly demonstrated that Rationalism was irrational, so the mythical system itself has become a myth '; and there had been in its place a revival in Germany of pagan pantheism. What had the Church to fear from ' speculations so overreaching, so capricious, and so self-destructive ?' He was himself in favour of free inquiry on all subjects, but 'free inquiry should be pursued by free inquirers,' and the authors of Essays and Reviews 'have entered into engagements with the people of this country quite inconsistent with the views advanced in those prolusions.'
On the general question of the connection of Church and State,  Disraeli   deprecated  the   tendency  of  some 1 'The Neology of the Cloisters,' Quarterly Eeview, Dec. 1856.s, from intellectual conviction, and from a jealousy on behalf of his own sacred race, the original recipients and transmittersd how important success was to me, considering that the resistance of the Bill had been
